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Abbreviations 

AFRO  WHO Regional Office for Africa 

AMR  Antimicrobial resistance 

AMRO  WHO Regional Office for the Americas 

CFSA  China National Center for Food Safety Risk Assessment 

Codex  FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission 

CTF  Codex Trust Fund 

EMRO  WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean 

EURO  WHO Regional Office for Europe 

FBD  Foodborne disease 

FERG  Foodborne Disease Burden Epidemiology Reference Group 

FOS  WHO Department of Food Safety and Zoonoses 

GHSA  Global Health Security Agenda 

IHR (2005) International Health Regulations (2005)  

INFOSAN International Food Safety Authorities Network  

NCD  Noncommunicable diseases 

SEARO WHO Regional Office for South-East Asia 

SDGs  Sustainable Development Goals 

TOR  Terms of Reference 

USFDA United States Food and Drug Administration 

WCC  WHO Collaborating Centre 

WGS  Whole Genome Sequencing 

WPRO  WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific  
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Executive Summary 

 

On 16 and 17 May 2016, WHO’s Department of Food Safety and Zoonoses (WHO FOS) convened 

in Geneva the First Global Meeting of WHO Collaborating Centres (WCCs) in Food Safety and 

Other Stakeholders. The objectives of this meeting were to take stock of the expertise and services 

offered by existing WCCs, identify gaps, encourage new institutions to consider to be designated as a 

WCC, and provide a platform for multilateral networking to foster relations,  joint projects, more 

continuity and inter-regional coverage of technical services provided by WCCs. 

Participants included senior staff from 10 WCCs (out of a total of 19 invited), as well as nominees 

from several other institutions and organizations collaborating with WHO and representatives from 

donors and partners. The secretariat consisted of four WHO Regional Advisers as well as several 

staff from the Departments of Food Safety and Zoonoses (FOS), Public Health, Environmental and 

Social Determinants of Health (PHE) and Communications (DCO). 

Introductory presentations were made on WHO’s needs for expertise in various areas, such as 

capacity building, Codex work, INFOSAN network, new technologies and access to data, amongst 

others. The Secretariat also highlighted the importance of WCCs networking among themselves, and 

of good communication and advocacy practices in the area of food safety.  

During break-out sessions on each meeting day, participants identified gaps in expertise, 

communications and resources, brainstormed on ways to address these, and also highlighted their 

needs for information and support from WHO. 

Suggestions were made to better align WCCs’ terms of reference and work plans to WHO’s 

strategies and work plans, enhance information exchange between WHO and WCCs and amongst 

WCCs, and to strengthen fund-raising through better communication, amongst others.  

Following this first 2016 stock-taking exercise, participants and the Secretariat aim over the coming 

years to enhance their collaboration in certain areas, develop new capacities, and to better synergize 

and communicate on a range of issues as highlighted in this report.   
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Monday, 16 May 2016 (Day 1) 

 
Introduction and Purpose – Presentation by Dr Kazuaki Miyagishima, 
Director Food Safety and Zoonoses (FOS) 

 

 WHO’s resources at headquarters and in regional and country offices are limited. These offices, 

alone, do not have the necessary capacity to meet the requests and needs for technical support 

from Member States. WCCs play an important role in helping WHO to implement its mandated 

work and achieve its food safety goals and objectives. 

 Currently, there are 14 WCCs whose terms of reference (TOR) are centred on food safety, plus 

five WCCs with a food safety component included in their TOR. These numbers are small 

compared to the needs of the entire food safety programme of WHO. Synergies between WCCs 

have to be established to share knowledge and expertise. 

 WCCs’ work should be aligned with WHO’s Strategic Plan and its specific activities need to be 

mapped onto WHO’s biannual work plan to produce deliverables.  

 WCCs are in most cases required to fund their activities independently. Only in exceptional 

cases, WHO can provide additional financial support to a WCC involved in a specific project.  

 Two important issues related to the WCCs processes at headquarters are highlighted: 

o Terms of reference (TOR) for WCCs are static for the whole term (e.g. four years), while 

the work plans and needs of WHO and its Member States are dynamic. It is therefore 

important for WCCs to regularly re-align their activities with the goals of WHO.  

o The WCC re-designation process is lengthy. Hence, discussion of TORs should be initiated 

at least 6 months prior to the termination date to allow clearance and processing at WHO 

headquarters. 

 

 

Pillars of WHO activities for the next five years – Needs for expertise from 

Headquarters and Regional Office Perspectives 

 
1.) Presentation by Dr Awa Aidara-Kane, Coordinator Foodborne and Zoonotic Diseases 

(FOS/FZD)  

 Following the estimation of the Global Food borne Disease Burden by the Foodborne Disease 

Epidemiology Reference Group (FERG) in 2015, FOS/FZD plans to assist Member States in 

estimating their individual country burden to enable the setting of priorities through National 

Action Plans. 

 For IHR needs assessment, only 76% of food safety core capacities have been met. The target for 

the next 5-10 years is to strengthen the food safety systems of countries while fostering the “One 

Health” approach. 

 Providing technical assistance to 194 Member States is a challenging task for a small unit; 

FOS/FZD would therefore need support from WCCs for  

o Mentoring AGISAR pilot projects; 

o Performing site visits to regions; 

o Hosting visiting scientists of Low and Middle Income Countries (LMIC); 

o Providing tools and expertise in workshops and training for Member States; 
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o Building capacity in whole genome sequencing (WGS) and foodborne disease 

surveillance and response. 

 

2.) Presentation by Dr Angelika Tritscher, Coordinator Risk Assessment and Management 

(FOS/RAM)  

 FOS/RAM would need support for database and IT tools: 

o WCC to identify and alert WHO on new trends in risk assessment methodology  

o Need to improve systematic approach to data retrieval in order to foster transferability and 

replicability of procedures. 

 Need for external data support for the Codex standard setting process: Implementing Codex 

standards in regions and countries requires collaboration at all levels 

 

3.) Presentation on INFOSAN by Dr Peter Ben Embarek, FOS/RAM   

 The INFOSAN network is a voluntary network of food safety authorities in countries. It shares 

information on food recalls, outbreaks as well as experiences and tested solutions in and between 

countries in order to optimize future interventions to protect the health of consumer. 

 WCC partnership is needed during food safety emergencies, as prompt expertise is often 

required within short notice. WCCs can also support WHO with  rapid risk assessment and 

training at country level. 

 WCCs are encouraged to join the INFOSAN network to provide synergy between national 

government and INFOSAN 

 

4.) Presentation by Dr Hilde Kruse, Regional Adviser WHO/EURO 

 Priority food borne diseases in the European region are Norovirus, Toxoplasmosis and 

Campylobacter.  The FERG report helped the region in setting the priority to tackle food borne 

diseases. 

 Support from WCCs is required to develop diagnostics and surveillance for Campylobacter in 

European Member States to achieve the regional goal and to help building capacity in  

antimicrobial resistance, especially in Eastern Europe. 

 

5.) Presentation by Dr Peter Hoejskov, Regional Adviser WHO/WPRO 

 Priorities in the Western Pacific region include 

o Building capacity to manage food safety events 

o Strengthening legal frameworks for food safety through Codex 

o Evidence gathering and research  

o Strengthening INFOSAN engagement for Member States 

o Strengthening food borne disease response capacity and national food recall systems 

 Support from WCCs is required to strengthen evidence gathering for decision making and policy 

formulation; develop training and guidance material; and improve food safety incident and 

emergency response. 
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6.) Presentation by Dr Mohamed Elmi, Regional Adviser WHO/EMRO 

 There are significant differences between the capacities of Member States in the Eastern 

Mediterranean region;  

 Emergency response and preparedness in particular are quite low; 

 WCC support is needed in the area of food laws and risk assessment. 

 WCC support is needed in the outlined priority areas. 

 

7.) Presentation by Dr Enrique Peréz-Gutiérrez, Regional Adviser AMRO/PAHO 

 WCC support is needed in the following areas: 

o INFOSAN regional strategy and needs assessment implementation 

o Implementing IHR regulations 

o Technical seminars to adapt Codex funding in AMRO/PAHO Member States 

o Total diets studies for risk assessment 

o Translating scientific information into communication materials 

 

Experience of WHO WCC networking - Presentation by Dr Ivan Ivanov, 
WHO/PHE 

 Global master plan should be referred to by the WCCs for the WHO Agenda. It is essential for 

WCCs to work on products that will be used by WHO;  

 Limitations inherent in the partnership between the WHO and WCCs included bureaucracy, 

slow decision making, resource constraints, and a mismatch between WHO needs and supply of 

expertise by WCCs; 

 Strong collaboration already exists between some WCCs, and there is also a possibility for 

networking with WCCs of other units. 

 

General Discussion 

 Comments were made to the benefit of formalizing WCC networks. Dr Ivanov indicated that 

there is no need to formalize WCC networks as WHO does not formally recognize such 

networks. 

 Comments were made on the awareness of WCC’s role and how it fits into the WHO objectives.  

 Certain rules apply for publishing and using the name of the WHO on products that are agreed 

based on collaboration.  

 For publications, when products cannot be used officially by WHO, WCCs can publish using 

logo stated as “WHO collaborating centre for food safety”.  

 The re-designation period for WCCs is usually based on the TOR and mutual agreement. For 

specific projects, the term for re-designation is usually 2 years, and can eventually be extended 

to up to 4 years. For WCCs providing on-going support to WHO, re-designation period is 

typically 4 years. 

 WCCs can provide proposals to match needs highlighted by regions and WHO headquarters; 
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 WHO HQ and/or Regional Offices should provide feedback to WCC on how their products will 

be used. 

 WHO/FOS to foster information sharing amongst WCCs, such as  

o the use of a shared drive for information sharing and disseminating working documents 

for joint access by WCCs;  

o Newsletter 3/4 times a year to make WCCs aware of ongoing activities and keep in 

constant contact with WCC; 

 

Expectations of partners towards WHO, by Dr G.Mylrea, OIE  

 In the context of food safety, OIE Member Countries’ mission is to better ensure the safety of 

food of animal origin by creating greater synergy between OIE activities and those of the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission.  

 OIE standard-setting activities in food safety and animal welfare focus on eliminating or reducing 

hazards existing prior to the slaughter of animals or the primary processing of their products 

(meat, milk, eggs, etc.) that could be a source of risk for consumers (e.g. work on Salmonella in 

pigs and cattle).  

 OIE Reference Centres constitute the core of OIE scientific expertise, including OIE Reference 

Laboratories (expertise on designated pathogens or diseases) and OIE Collaborating Centres 

(dissemination of knowledge on a specialty such as food safety, surveillance, epidemiology, 

animal welfare, etc).  

 Synergies could be created between OIE Reference Centres and WCCs. 

Break-out session 1 : Group discussion on Food Safety Strategy 2013-2020 

to identify gaps and synergies 

Group A - Moderator: Dr Peter Hoejskov, WPRO; Rapporteur: Dr Mohamed Elmi, EMRO 

Group B – Moderator: Dr Enrique Perez Gutierrez, AMRO/PAHO; Rapporteur: Dr Hilde Kruse, 

EURO  

 

Strategic direction 3:  Improve international and national cross-sectoral collaboration, and enhance 
communication and advocacy 

3.1.1: Facilitating rapid exchange of food safety information among INFOSAN members and providing 
technical support to improve response to international foodborne outbreaks and food safety emergencies 

 WCCs to support INFOSAN’s global and regional food safety strategies 

 WCCs to consider becoming INFOSAN members 

 INFOSAN to help WCCs to connect with other national institutions to increase awareness and 

visibility 

 WCCs to advocate for INFOSAN and support INFOSAN function 

 INFOSAN to also use data from reference laboratories 

 WCCs to support interaction between INFOSAN Emergency Contact Point and IHR focal point 

 

3.1.2 to 3.1.4 
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3.1.2. Sharing technical information on foodborne health threats to allow identification of data gaps and for 
integrated risk assessment, prevention and control 

3.1.3. Establishing cross-sectoral linkages among human and animal surveillance systems to minimize 
duplication of monitoring, reporting and delivery systems and facilitate integrated risk assessments 

3.1.4. Developing an efficient capacity building mechanism to better integrate disease and epidemiological 
data with laboratory surveillance data 

 WCCs to support “One Health” and integrated approaches, e.g. share best practices, develop 

webinars/modules to be used in other countries 

 WCCs to support national laboratory capacity, training on diagnostic methods, development of 

surveillance systems and assist in strengthening foodborne disease response capacity and national 

food recall system  

 WCCs to provide tools and expertise in workshops and training for Member States and receive 

visiting researchers of Low or Middle Income Countries. 

 WCCs to support conduct of burden of foodborne disease activities at country level (FERG) 

 Look for synergies between OIE Reference Laboratories and WHO Collaborating Centres and 

see communalities to work together 

 

3.1.5 Establishing and fostering global frameworks and mechanisms to ensure strategic alignment and 
collaboration with other sectors, particularly the agriculture and animal health sectors 

 WCCs to review communication messages from WHO and to advise on potential emerging risks 

and on how to communicate on them 

 Communicate about risk benefits between food safety and nutrition 

 

3.2.3 Empowering women through food safety education 

 WHO to better explain what should be addressed in terms of gender issue and empowering 

women 

 

Strategic direction 2:  Provide the science base for measures along the entire food-chain to decrease 
foodborne health risks 

 WCCs contribute to Codex work and support JEMRA and JECFA activities by research and 

evidence/data gathering and analyses (e.g. total diet studies)  

 WCCs assist in the development of methodology and in discussion papers 

 WCCs can participate in socio-economic impact assessment and guidance development 

 Possibility of supporting AMR along with Codex/trade  issues  

 

Plenary Discussion on “gaps”  

 Difficulties experienced by WCCs in accessing data related to WHO’s specific projects 

o To be improved by being connected as INFOSAN members (INFOSAN Focal Points) on the 

INFOSAN Community Website 

 With regard to risk communication and method development, and the new WHO/FAO guidance 

document on risk communication, WCCs can contribute to the training of national food safety 

authorities to improve risk communication.  
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o WHO often produces many guidelines; it was recommended to translate the information in 

the guidelines into training modules in countries, such as e-learning modules. 

o Scientific knowledge needs to be translated into policy and actions, and WCCs can help. 

o WCCs to think beyond their traditional discipline and to embark on risk communication and 

education, sociology aspects, etc. 

 Difficulties related to the sharing of information and legal consequences arising from sensitive, 

trade-related issues, for example regarding typing, epidemiological information during outbreaks. 

o GEMS/food consumption database compiles data on levels and trends of contaminants in 

food, their contribution to total human exposure, and significance with regard to public health 

and trade = highly sensitive information. There are legal agreements on what is available to 

the public, but risk assessors usually have access to detailed information. 

o Regarding National Action Plans in relation to AMR activities, there is a real incentive for 

policy makers to take action and the responsibility is shared between the sectors. 

 In the context of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted in 2015, it was recognized 

that links between national food safety systems and public health systems need to be 

strengthened, despite different contexts in countries. 

 In relation with the “One Health” concept, which recognizes that the health of humans is 

connected to the health of animals and the environment, it was recognized that food safety 

belongs to this paradigm and that bridges between the agriculture and public health sectors need 

to be strengthened to better work together on food safety. 

 With regard to the Codex Trust Fund (CTF2), launched by FAO and WHO in January 2016, 

WCCs are encouraged to contribute to capacity building activities aimed at beneficiary countries 

or groups of countries.  

o WCCs or individuals within WCCs could help to build the capacity in countries, e.g. through 

mentoring programmes during Codex meetings with experts, by explaining how to read the 

agenda, how to negotiate and how to integrate and translate the science into the Codex 

process, by organizing a pre-briefing or an introductory session for new participants, and/or 

by working in countries to build connections between the scientific community and risk 

managers. 

o Example of mentoring approach: work together on microbiological criteria during the 

meeting of the Codex General Principles of Food Hygiene. 

 With regard to the Whole Genome Sequencing (WGS) application in food safety, WCCs can 

contribute in the following fields.  

o Mentor with laboratories in developing countries on the use of WGS and surveillance to 

use for real time surveillance and detection; 

o Train laboratories as an essential component of a surveillance system and develop 

different types of expertise needed to interpret data derived from WGS (e.g. bio-

informaticians, biostatisticians and epidemiologists); 

o Act as facilitators during training courses including follow-up afterwards as needed; 

o Provide expert guidance to countries to integrate WGS technologies into their existing 

health systems; 

It was acknowledged that WGS should go hand in hand with basic diagnostics, especially in 

least developed countries and that WHO should be on the cutting edge with respect to WGS and 

should have more WCCs working on WGS in the future.  
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Tuesday, 17 May 2016 (Day 2) 

 

WHO WCCs in communications and advocacy – Presentation by Olivia Lawe-
Davies, WHO Communications Department  

 Messages depend on the target audience and what you want them to change or do. 

 Different channels of social media (e.g. Twitter): twitter is unique in that it targets the broader 

public and initiates two-way communication.  Must be present and interactive to respond to 

questions quickly.  When clearance is required, this might be challenging. In WHO headquarters, 

three people are involved in social media, response time is as soon as possible, up to within a 

day, and consulting technical department. 

 Clearance procedure:  Whether an information product needs clearance from WHO depends on 

the scope and content of the information product.  If it is a joint product of the institution and 

WHO, then it might require clearance process. When using WHO emblem, an approval is 

required.   

 Use of WHO channel of communication:  If a WCC has a training course or something similar to 

promote, they can send to headquarters or to the regional office a photo and a text, in which case 

WHO can promote WCC activities on their website.   

 
Expectations of donors towards WHO by Dr Donald Prater, USFDA  

 USFDA mission matches with those of INFOSAN, FERG, and CTF, food safety and activities of 

WHO are important to USFDA. 

 Mission changes, and WCCs have the opportunity to highlight new emerging issues. 

 Things that leverage new technology, such as WGS, and a global platform to share information, 

are important areas where WHO should play an essential role.  

Break-out session 2 : Group discussion around Communication and 

resource mobilization 
 
Group A - Moderator: Dr Hilde Kruse, EURO; Rapporteur: Dr Peter Hoejskov, WPRO 

Group B - Moderator: Dr Mohamed Elmi, EMRO; Rapporteur: Dr Enrique Perez Gutierrez, 

AMRO/PAHO 

 

 Communications: 

a. WHO’s Food Safety Website:  

 WCCs are willing to contribute information to be used for WHO-FOS website. They 

suggested , though, that WHO-FOS should guide their contribution sending specific questions 

or gaps.  It was suggested that FOS strategy is a good document to follow. 

 The website should better reflect what WHO/FOS is doing (donors always look at what the 

institution is doing). 

 The website should better promote the work of WCCs  

b. Media/News: WCCs are willing to contribute with press releases 
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c. Videos:  WCCs can support the developing of training videos, i.e. diagnostics techniques. 

d. INFOSAN Notes: are important, the themes should be of general public’s interest. Press 

releases should be timed according to the INFOSAN notes or other publications.  

e. Fact Sheets: WCCs can assume the responsibility of drafting or revising them based on work 

they normally do. WHO-FOS should however “detect” and communicate the need for fact 

sheets. 

f. Other publications:  

 WCCs can support with translating knowledge of scientific outputs, into i.e. policy briefs, 

issue briefs. 

 Suggestion to develop a flyer or infographic of the WCC/FOS network  

 WHO could issue country profile cards highlighting deficiencies– maybe the IHR Joint 

External Evaluation could be used for measuring IHR core capacities  

g. It was suggested to create a risk communication group or network amongst WCCs. 

h. WCCs should share projects related to WHO with the WHO secretariat, but could also share 

with WHO other materials disseminated to general public  

 

 

 Funding: 

o Activities raise money, visibility raises money. Both WHO and WCCs need to be better in 

communicating what they are doing and how their work contributes to better health. 

o Develop joint projects.  

o Use opportunities such as Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA), IHR, and antimicrobial 

resistance (AMR).  Try to obtain international commitments of national governments. 

o WHO should piggy bag on successful initiatives/networks such as PULSENET  

o Improve visibility of WHO FOS:  

 Use FERG estimates, link to other themes such as Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), climate change, non-communicable diseases (NCDs), to reach out to policy 

makers. Emphasise economic costs of FBDs. e.g. SEARO report. 

 Consider synergies with nutrition and water safety 

 Use outbreaks as opportunities for communication and fundraising (e.g. hepatitis A) 

 Strengthen branding WHO FOS with the support of WCCs 

o WCCs should be more aware of their role in the global and regional food safety scenery and 

should seek to have activities with a global and/or regional impact. 

o WCCs may raise funds for WHO in some instances. 

o Can partnership be explored with the private sector (e.g. food industry)?  

 

 

 Relations between WHO and WCCs: 

o WHO should evaluate WCC performance according to Terms of Reference (TOR), e.g. at 

time of annualreporting. Could the evaluation be made open to the public? Could be sent 

automatically from the WCC system directly to the WCC for external communication. The 

evaluation can also be used to raise the awareness among WCC host governments about the 

importance of WHO's and WCC's work 

o Can WHO issue a letter of support to facilitate WCCs application for grants?  
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o Need to consider WHO policy in this area. WHO needs to stay neutral in competitive 

grant applications.   

 

Tour de table – “buy ins” from WHO Collaborating Centres and other 
institutions  

Voices of WCCs  

 Expressed interest to expand the TOR and target wider aims, not only limited to the past 

activities. New areas could include Codex, AMR etc.  

 WHO should continue its work on the “5 Keys to Safer Food”.  

 It was useful to learn about the online WHO WCC database. TOR were updated recently to 

include new areas.  

 Interaction with other WHO WCCs was useful. Next time, would hope to have more time for 

presentation and discussions.   

 Need to translate the discussions into actions.  

 So far, WHO understands activities of the WCCs but not the other way around.  

 Suggested to discuss at the next meeting challenges such as complicated online re-designation 

form submission systems.  

 This meeting provided an overarching picture of activities by WHO and WHO WCCs. Efforts are 

needed to improve interactions with other relevant agencies in the same region which may have 

separate or overlapping roles. 

 Marketing perspective is needed to promote chemical and microbial work. 

 Until now, WHO-WCC collaboration is done in a vertical way but requires more horizontal 

connections.  

Voices of partners and donors 

 Risk communication is an area where science needs more mobilization. Interested in keeping a 

dialogue with all the partners present in the meeting.  

 This meeting highlighted the connection between partner organizations and WCCs, and 

acknowledged the value of physical meeting and networking.  

 Potential collaboration was explored during the meeting. A lot was learnt on risk communication. 

Highlighted the usefulness to identify items that WHO WCCs do uniquely.  

 Learned how institutions can provide support to WHO through a systematic way. Institutions can 

collaborate beyond the TORs, but there is a need to map out who does what, and identify gaps. 

Suggested to identify/establish a topic-specific sub-network.  

 Interested in being (re-)designated as a WCC. 

 Can offer webinars, development of website, production of advocacy documents, etc.  

 

Wrap-up and conclusion - Possible ways-forward: 

 Many WCCs are committed to support WHO, and without their support many WHO activities 

cannot be implemented. WCC’s TOR need to be aligned with the need of WHO HQ and ROs. 
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 TOR of a WCC can be broadened to cover new, emerging needs, such as on the food systems 

approach (e.g. food safety policy, food systems, and needs assessment/gap analysis) and new 

technologies (e.g. WGS). 

 WHO is willing to assign or delegate specific tasks and responsibilities to WCCs, such as 

database management or development of IT tools.  

 WHO has a key role in connecting networks of networks, and needs communicate clearly 

through the website. This will facilitate resource mobilisation. 

 Sharing information on activities amongst WCCs is extremely useful, and activities can be more 

effectively harmonized or synergised, especially in microbial and chemical food safety. 

 It is necessary to find a better way to motivate donors, by finding a creative way to show added 

values, beyond scientific audiences but also to media and consumers, using social media or 

webinars.  

 Using a matrix to map out and monitor investment in WCCs (funds, human resources, areas of 

work) will assist better planning of FOS activities and attract donors. 

 Suggestions were made:  

o for WHO to maintain a strong leadership.  

o to have a regular meeting on bi-annual basis at least, including an agenda items such 

as utilisation of social media 

o to have more communication between WCCs and FOS to enhance mutual information 

sharing, understanding of respective activities, and identification of potential 

collaborations 

o to develop a common web platform for interactions among WCCs  

o to receive more update and proactive information sharing from WHO HQ or ROs 

 Another WHO Collaborating Centres meeting can be aimed realistically in two years, if available 

resources permit.  

 All participants expressed gratitude for the opportunity to meet, learn and interact with WHO HQ 

and RO staff and other WCCs and partners 
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ANNEX 1: Final Agenda 

 

16 MAY 2016 (am) 

(Notes: V. Makuedeh, A. Benyahia Chaieb) 
17 MAY 2016 (am) 

(Notes: R. Nakagawa, P. Hoejskov, E. Perez) 

09:30  
 
 
09:40  
 
09:50 
 
 
10:00  
 
 
 
 
 
 
10:45  
 
11:00 
 
11:30 
 
 

Opening and welcome (Dr K. Miyagishima, Director 
FOS)  
 
Tour de table of participants 
 
Introduction and purpose, housekeeping 
announcement (Dr K. Miyagishima, Director FOS)  
 
Pillars of WHO activities for the next 5 years 
(ongoing and new activities) 

 Needs for expertise HQ perspective (Director 
FOS, Coordinators RAM and FZD) 

 Needs for expertise - Regional Offices 
Perspectives (Regional Advisers for Food Safety)  

 
Tea/Coffee break  
 
Questions from WCCs  
 
Experience of WCC networking (Dr I. Ivanov,PHE)  
 
12:00-13:15 Lunch break 

09:00 
 
 
09:30 
 
09:50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11:00 
 
11:15 

WCCs in communications and advocacy (Ms 
Olivia Lawe, DCO) 
 
Expectations of donors towards WHO  
 
Break-out session 2 – Rooms L14 & L18      
(2 working groups) to identify resource gaps and 
options for resource mobilization, sharing 
success stories 
Group A:    moderator =  Hilde Kruse 
                    rapporteur = Peter Hoejskov 
Group B:    moderator =  Mohamed Elmi,   
                     rapporteur = Enrique Perez Gutierrez 
 
Tea/Coffee Break  
 
Reporting back from WGs to the plenary 

 
12:00-13:15 - Lunch break 

16 MAY 2016 (pm) 

(Notes: R. Conzade, , A. Benyahia Chaieb) 

17 MAY 2016 (pm) 

(Notes: Y. Minato) 

13:15 
 
13:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15:00 
 
15:15 
 
16:00  
17:30  

Expectations of partners towards WHO (OIE) 
 
Break-out session 1 – Rooms L14 & L18  
(2 working groups) to identify gaps and synergies  
Group A:   moderator =  Peter Hoejskov 
                   rapporteur =  Mohamed Elmi  
Group B:   moderator =  Enrique Perez Gutierrez  
                   rapporteur =  Hilde Kruse 
 
Tea/Coffee break  
 
Reporting back from WGs to the plenary  
 
Discussion 
Adjourn 
 

19:00  Social Dinner (optional) 

13:15 
 
13:30  
 
 
14:30  
 
15:00 
 
15:15  
 
15:45  
 

 
 
 
 

WHO Video – 5 keys to safer food 
 
Tour de table (buy-ins from WCCs and other 
institutions) 
 
Discussion 
 
Tea/Coffee break  
 
Wrap-up and conclusion  
 
Closure (Director FOS) 
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ANNEX 2: Final List of Participants 
 

WHO COLLABORATING CENTRES (WCCs) 
 

 CHN-24 / WHO Collaborating Centre for Food Contamination Monitoring, China National Center for Food 
Safety Risk Assessment (CFSA), Beijing (PR China) 

o Professor Dr Wu Yongning, Email: wuyongning@cfsa.net.cn 
o Ms Zhou Rui, Email: zhourui@cfsa.net.cn 

 

 CHN-91 / WHO Collaborating Centre for Centre for for Risk Analysis of Chemicals in Food, Centre for 
Food Safety, Food and Environmental Hygiene Department, Hong Kong (PR China) 

o Dr Stephen W.C. Chung, Email: sWCChung@fehd.gov.hk 
 

 DEN-52 / WHO Collaborating Centre for Antimicrobial Resistance in Foodborne Pathogens, National 
Food Institute, Technical University of Denmark, Copenhagen (Denmark) 

o Dr Valeria Bortolaia, Email: vabo@food.dtu.dk 
 

 DEU-134 / WHO Collaborating Centre for Research and Training for Health at the Human-Animal-
Environment Interface,  University of Medicine Hannover (Germany)                

o Professor Dr Lothar Kreienbrock, Email: Lothar.Kreienbrock@tiho-hannover.de 
 

 FRA-118 / WHO Collaborating Centre for Listeria, Institut Pasteur, Paris (France) 
o Professor Marc Lecuit, Email: marc.lecuit@pasteur.f 
o Mr Alexandre Leclerq, Email: alexandre.leclercq@pasteur.fr 

 

 NET-42 / WHO Collaborating Centre for Risk Assessment of Pathogens in Food and Water                               
National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM), Bilthoven (The Netherlands) 

o Dr Joke van der Giessen, Email: joke.van.der.giessen@rivm.nl     
 

 NET-71 / WHO Collaborating Centre for Reference and Research on Campylobacter, Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine, University of Utrecht, Utrecht (The Netherlands) 

o Professor Dr Jaap A. Wagenaar, Email: j.wagenaar@uu.nl 
 

 NET-82 / WHO Collaborating Centre on Chemical Food Safety, Centre for Substances and Integrated Risk 
Assessment (SIR), Dutch National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM), Bilthoven (The 
Netherlands) 

o Dr Bernadette Ossendorp, Email: bernadette.ossendorp@rivm.nl 
o Dr Anton Rietveld, Email: anton.rietveld@rivm.nl 

                                                     

 SIN-17 / WHO Collaborating Centre for Food Contamination Monitoring, Health Sciences Authority, 
Singapore (Singapore) 

o Ms Angela Li, Email: angela_li@hsa.gov.sg 
 

 USA-403 / WHO Collaborating Centre on Water and Indoor Air Quality and Food Safety 
NSF International, Ann Arbor – Michigan (USA) 

o Dr Stan Hazan, Email: hazan@nsf.org 
  

mailto:wuyongning@cfsa.net.cn
mailto:zhourui@cfsa.net.cn
mailto:swcchung@fehd.gov.hk
mailto:vabo@food.dtu.dk
mailto:Lothar.Kreienbrock@tiho-hannover.de
mailto:marc.lecuit@pasteur.f
mailto:alexandre.leclercq@pasteur.fr
mailto:joke.van.der.giessen@rivm.nl
mailto:j.wagenaar@uu.nl
mailto:bernadette.ossendorp@rivm.nl
mailto:anton.rietveld@rivm.nl
mailto:angela_li@hsa.gov.sg
mailto:hazan@nsf.org
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 OTHER INSTITUTIONS AND STAKEHOLDERS 
 

 

 CANADA – Canadian Mission to the World Trade Organization, the United Nations and the Conference of 
Disarmament in Geneva, Switzerland (Day 2 only) 

o Mr Garth Ehrhardt, Email: garth.ehrhardt@international.gc.ca 
 

 ICMSF - International Commission on Microbiological Specifications for Foods, Australia 
o Dr Leon Gorris, Email: leon.gorris@unilever.com 

 

 INSTITUT PASTEUR, National Reference Center E-coli, Shigella, Salmonella, France 
o Dr Simon Le Hello, Email: simon.le-hello@pasteur.fr 

 

 IUFOST – International Union of Food Science and Technology, Canada 
o Prof Geoffrey Campbell-Platt , Email: geoffrey@campbell-platt.co.uk 

 

 IZSLER - Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia e dell'Emilia-Romagna, Italy 
o Dr Stefano Pongolini, Email: stefano.pongolini@izsler.it 
o Dr Simone Magnino, Email: simone.magnino@izsler.it 

 

 NCSU - North Carolina State University, USA 
o Dr Paula J. Fedorka Cray, Email pjcray@ncsu.edu 

 

 OIE - World Organisation for Animal Health, France 
o Dr Gillian Mylrea, Email: g.mylrea@oie.intAmy  

 

 SSI – Statens Serum Institute, Denmark  
o Mr Flemming Scheutz, Email: fsc@ssi.dk 

 

 UCD - University College Dublin, School of Public Health, Ireland 
o Dr Lynda Gunn, Email: lynda.gunn@ucd.ie 

 

 USFDA - U.S. Food and Drug Administration, Europe Office, Brussels, Belgium 

o Donald A. Prater,  Email: donald.prater@fda.hhs.gov 
  

mailto:garth.ehrhardt@international.gc.ca
mailto:leon.gorris@unilever.com
mailto:simon.le-hello@pasteur.fr
mailto:geoffrey@campbell-platt.co.uk
mailto:stefano.pongolini@izsler.it
mailto:simone.magnino@izsler.it
mailto:pjcray@ncsu.edu
mailto:g.mylrea@oie.intAmy
mailto:fsc@ssi.dk
mailto:lynda.gunn@ucd.ie
mailto:donald.prater@fda.hhs.gov
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 WHO PARTICIPANTS  
 
WHO Regional Advisers for Food Safety: 
 
o Regional Office for the AMERICAS: Dr Enrique Perez-Gutierrez, Email: perezgutierreze@who.int 

o Regional Office for the EASTERN-MEDITERRANEAN: Dr Mohamed Elmi, Email: elmim@who.int 

o Regional Office for EUROPE: Dr Hilde Kruse, Email: kruseh@who.int 

o Regional Office for the WESTERN PACIFIC: Dr Peter Hoejskov, Email: hoejskovp@who.int  

 
Department of Food Safety and Zoonoses, WHO Headquarters 
o Dr Kazuaki Miyagishima, Director FOS, Email: miyagishimak@who.int 
o Dr Awa Aidara-Kane, Coordinator FOS/FZD, Email: aidarakanea@who.int 
o Dr Angelika Tritscher, Coordinator FOS/RAM, Email: tritschera@who.int 
o Dr Amina Chaieb, FOS/FZD, Email: chaieba@who.int 
o Dr Jorge Matheu-Alvarez, FOS/FZD, Email: matheujo@who.int 
o Dr Philippe Verger, FOS/RAM, Email: vergerp@who.int 
o Dr Peter Ben-Embarek, FOS/RAM, Email: benembarekp@who.int 
o Dr Amy Cawthorne, FOS/FZD, Email: cawthornea@who.int 
o Dr Rei Nakagawa, FOS/RAM, Email: nakagawar@who.int 
o Ms Yuki Minato, FOS/FZD, Email: minatoy@who.int 
o Mr Carmen Savelli, FOS/RAM, Email: savellic@who.int 
o Mrs Catherine Mulholland, FOS/RAM/CTF, Email: mulhollandc@who.int 
o Mrs Françoise Fontannaz, FOS/FZD, Email: fontannazf@who.int 
o Mrs Siobhan Landecy, FOS, Email: landecys@who.int 
o Ms Liane Gross, FOS, Email: grossl@who.int 
 
Department of Communications 
o Ms Olivia Lawe-Davies, DGO/DCO, Email: lawedavieso@who.int 

 
Department of Interventions for Healthy Environments: 
o Dr Ivan Ivanov, PHE/IHE, Email: ivanovi@who.int 

 
Department of Water, Sanitation and Hygiene: 
o Dr Margaret Montgomery, PHE/WSH, Email: montgomerya@who.int 
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 REGRETS  
 
WHO Collaborating Centres:  

o AUS-38 - WHO Collaborating Centre for Food Contamination Monitoring, Food Standards Australia New 
Zealand (FSANZ), Australia  

o CAN-86, WHO Collaborating Centre for Monitoring Chemical Contaminants in Food, Bureau of Food 
Surveillance and Science Integration, Health Canada, Canada 

o FRA-126, WHO Collaborating Centre on Research and Management on Zoonoses Control, Agence  
nationale de sécurité sanitaire de l'alimentation, de l'environnement et du travail (ANSES), France 

o LEB-3, WHO Collaborating Centre for Research, Training and Outreach in Food and Nutrition, 
Department of Nutrition and Food Science, American University of Beirut, Lebanon 

o NEZ-16, WHO Collaborating Centre for Human Nutrition, University of Otago, New Zealand 

o THA-32, WHO Collaborating Centre for Community Nutrition and Food Safety, Institute of Nutrition, 
Mahidol University, Thailand 

o THA-47, WHO Collaborating Centre for Capacity Building and Research in Environmental Health Science 
and Toxicology, International Centre for Environmental Health and Toxicology (ICEHT), Chulabhorn 
Research Institute, Thailand 

o UNK-98 / WHO Collaborating Centre for Reference & Research on Brucellosis, Animal and Plant Health 
Agency (APHA), United Kingdom 

o USA-417 / WHO Collaborating Centre for Surveillance, Epidemiology and Control of Salmonella and other 
Foodborne Diseases, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Atlanta (USA) 

 

Other Institutions and Stakeholders:  

o FAO - Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Italy 

o IRAS - Institute for Risk Assessment Sciences at the Utrecht University, Netherlands 

o Ministry of Food and Drug Safety, Republic of Korea 

o European Commission , Belgium 

o US Codex Office , USA 

o Food Safety and Consumers Affairs Bureau, Japan 

o Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, International Food Safety Office, Japan 

 

WHO Regional Offices: 

o Regional Office for AFRICA: Mr Mohamed Sheriff, Email: sheriff@who.int; Ms Lusubilo Mwamakamba, 
Email: mwamakambal@who.int  

o Regional Office for SOUTH-EAST ASIA: Dr Gyanendra Gongal, Email: gongalg@who.int 
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