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NOTE 

 

The views expressed in this report are those of the participants of the Meeting of WHO Food 

Safety Collaborating Centres in the Western Pacific Region and do not necessarily reflect the 

policies of the conveners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This report has been prepared by the World Health Organization Regional Office for the 

Western Pacific for Member States in the Region and for those who participated in the 

Meeting of WHO Food Safety Collaborating Centres in the Western Pacific Region in 

Hong Kong on 27 November 2015. 
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SUMMARY 

The meeting of WHO Food Safety Collaborating Centres in the Western Pacific Region was held on 

27 November 2015 as a side event to the Meeting on strengthening the International Food Safety 

Authorities Network (INFOSAN) in Asia and National Food Safety Systems. The meeting was 

organized by the WHO Food Safety Programme in the Western Pacific region and hosted by the Food 

and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD), Hong Kong SAR (China). The meeting provided a 

first opportunity for the food safety collaborating centres in the Western Pacific Region and WHO to 

meet and discuss strategic areas of collaboration. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background – First Regional Form of WHO Collaborating Centres in the Western Pacific 

The First Regional Forum of WHO Collaborating Centres in Western Pacific was held at the WHO 

Regional Office for Western Pacific, Manila, Philippines from 13 to 14 November 2014. The forum 

provided an overview of WHO priorities and initiatives; share good practices and success stories of 

effective collaboration for scaling-up and wider adoption; and identify innovative opportunities and 

means for strengthening and enhancing partnerships between WHO collaborating centres and WHO. 

Representatives from four WHO food safety collaborating centres in the Western Pacific Region 

attended the meeting (some of them via videoconference). At the end of the forum, it was agreed that 

WHO and the collaborating centres will: 1) share and use good practices in collaborative partnerships, 

including enhanced  communication, consultative planning of work and strategic resource 

mobilization to improve outcomes; 2) step-up efforts to regularly monitor the implementation of 

activities and assess the impact; 3) promote the recognition of WHO collaborating centres among all 

Member States; and 4) convene the next regional forum in 2016 to review progress and provide 

direction for the future. 

1.2 Meeting organization 

Representatives from four WHO food safety collaborating centres in the Western Pacific Region 

attended the meeting.  

1) Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ), Australia  (WHO Collaborating Centre for 

Food Contamination Monitoring); 

2) China National Centre for Food Safety Risk Assessment (CFSA), China (WHO Collaborating 

Centre for Food Contamination Monitoring); 

3) Centre for Food Safety, Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD), Hong Kong 

SAR, China (WHO Collaborating Centre for Risk Analysis of Chemicals in Food); and 

4) Food Safety Laboratory, Health Sciences Authority, Singapore (WHO Collaborating Centre 

for Food Contamination Monitoring). 

Dr Li Ailan, Director, Division of Health Security and Emergencies, WHO Regional Office for the 

Western Pacific served as the Chair of the meeting. 

The programme of activities included:  

• introduction to the background and objectives of the meeting; 

• briefing on the outcome of the first regional forum of WHO collaborating centres in Western 

Pacific; 

• updates of ongoing and planned food safety work from WHO collaborating centres; 

• briefing of the WHO Western Pacific food safety programme – opportunities for 

collaborating centres; 

• discussion on opportunities and ways for enhanced collaboration in food safety; and 

• suggestions for next steps. 
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1.2 Meeting objectives 

The objectives of the meeting were: 

1) to review the work and share good practices of the WHO collaborating centres for food safety 

in the Western Pacific; and 

2) to identify the future direction for enhanced strategic collaboration in food safety between the 

WHO Food Safety Programme in the Western Pacific Region and the collaborating centres. 

 

2. PROCEEDINGS 

2.1 Opening remarks 

Dr Li Ailan welcomed the four collaborating centres and highlighted that the meeting was the first of 

its kind. WHO collaborating centres are indispensable partners in advancing WHO technical work at 

the country, regional and global levels. However, given the changing landscape and unprecedented 

magnitude of public health challenges including emerging food safety issues, new ways of working 

together and a strengthening of the strategic nature of partnerships between WHO and collaborating 

centres must be explored. 

2.2 Summary: First Regional Forum of WHO Collaborating Centres in the Western Pacific 

Mr Peter Sousa Hoejskov, Technical Lead – Food Safety, WHO Regional Office for the Western 

Pacific shared the background and objectives of the meeting and provided a summary of the First 

Regional Forum. Key discussion points from the forum included options for enhanced information 

sharing between WHO and WHO collaborating centres and among the different WHO collaborating 

centres; prioritization of activities and resources of WHO and the collaborating centres; funding for 

collaborative activities; and intensified country support by WHO collaborating centres. During the 

parallel session on International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR): Emerging diseases and food safety 

it was recommended to obtain a better understanding of the communication and coordination 

mechanisms between the collaborating centres and WHO and a better understanding and ownership of 

the collaborating centre host government to receive their appreciation and possible funding support. 

The session also recommended regular communication and networking among the collaborating 

centres. 

Following the summary by Mr Hoejskov, the four collaborating centres provided an overview of their 

terms of reference, achievements and major activities.  

2.3 WHO Collaborating Centre for Food Contamination Monitoring, Food Standards Australia 

New Zealand (FSANZ) 

Dr Barbara Butow provided an overview of achievements and experiences of the centre. This included 

the work of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Food Safety Cooperation Forum (AFSC) 

in developing a road map for pesticide maximum residue limits (MRLs); completion of the 24th 

Australian total diet study; active participation in Codex Alimentarius; Genetically Modified 

Organisms (GMO) food safety risk assessments; and interaction with the Hong Kong Food Safety 

Centre. FSANZ has also experienced some challenges including limited laboratory capabilities for 

testing of certain chemicals; variability of testing methodology; and resources for implementation of 

APEC work on MRLs. Lessons learned for FSANZ as a WHO collaborating centre included: building 

and maintaining global networks; broadening the expertise base across jurisdictions and between the 

public and private sectors; aiming at common goals – reducing communicable and noncommunicable 

diseases, traceability and sharing intelligence and data across the APEC Food Safety Cooperation 

Forum.  
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2.4 China National Centre for Food Safety Risk Assessment (CSFA) 

Professor Wu Yongning provided an outline of the work of CFSA as a WHO collaborating centre and 

introduced its activities over the past five years. Key highlights were: 1) obtaining dietary intake data 

of contaminants and nutrients in composite and individual food samples; 2) evaluation of China's 

national implementation plan for the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants and 

monitoring human breast milk; 3) establishing and maintaining a nationwide food contamination 

monitoring network; 4) building and organizing a national reference laboratories network; 5) hosting 

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)/WHO technical workshop on 

chemical risk analysis in the food chain in 2012; and 6) submitting food consumption data from the 

national survey on individuals to WHO. Some amendments to the current terms of reference were 

suggested for WHO to consider when initiating the process of re-designating CFSA as a collaborating 

centre.  

2.5 Food and Environmental Hygiene Department, Hong Kong SAR (China) 

Dr Ho Yuk-yin, Philip introduced the organizational structure of the Centre for Food Safety and its 

terms of reference as s WHO collaborating centre. Achievements and contributions to WHO's work 

included: 1) organization of regional symposiums; 2) implementation of studies and analyses, 

including the first Hong Kong SAR (China) total diet study; 3) implementation of risk assessment 

studies; 4) organization of veterinary public health workshops; and 5) other contributions such as 

hosting and organizing Codex Alimentarius and WHO meetings. Planned activities include 

development of a strategic plan for the reduction of population salt intake.  

2.6 Food Safety Laboratory, Health Sciences Authority, Singapore 

Ms Joanne Chan Sheot Harn shared the centre's terms of reference and highlighted that the Food 

Safety Laboratory (FSL) serves as an Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) reference 

laboratory on mycotoxin testing. The centre also provides training and proficiency testing 

programmes for national laboratories in other ASEAN countries. In terms of WHO collaborating 

centre activities, the centre provides food monitoring data on levels of priority contaminants in food to 

the Global Environment Monitoring System (GEMS/Food) Contaminant database as well as data on 

emerging contaminants in response to food safety incidents and emergencies. FSL also performs ad 

hoc analyses in response to requests from the Codex Alimentarius Commission; participates in data 

reporting workshops; provides training for WHO fellows; and provides service to WHO on food 

safety incident investigation. The FSL is interested to continue as a WHO collaborating centre. Ms 

Harn suggested that the centre focus more on providing training and advice on food contaminants 

particularly in natural toxins and training on advanced instrumentation techniques on food 

contaminants and food authentication.  

2.7 WHO Western Pacific food safety programme – opportunities for collaborating centres 

Mr Hoejskov provided an overview of the Western Pacific Regional Food Safety Strategy 2011–2015 

and progress on its implementation. Priority activities for 2016–2017 include development a new 

regional strategy for consideration by the Regional Committee in 2017; establishment of country-

tailored technical cooperation plans in line with country needs, resources and priorities; and 

establishment of a regional mechanism for monitoring and cooperation for improved food safety. In 

terms of technical priorities, the food safety programme focuses on prevention including development 

and implementation of risk-based regulatory frameworks, multisectoral collaboration including 

INFOSAN communication as well as establishment of recall and traceability systems. Among the 

challenges encountered in the implementation of the food safety programme are the increased 

complexity and internationalization of the food chain; resource constraints at country and regional 

levels and limited country capacity and mechanisms to work across sectors, programmes and national 

borders. 
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Participants then discussed opportunities and priorities for enhanced collaboration between WHO and 

the collaborating centres in support of WHO's global and regional food safety programme. Dr Ailan 

facilitated the discussion. Key points included: 

(1) Information sharing and communication 

• Share information and communicate between the WHO Regional Office and the WHO 

collaborating centres and between the WHO collaborating centres. 

• Review the terms of reference of WHO collaborating centres to better support the priorities of 

the regional WHO food safety programme. 

• Understand the strengths, weaknesses, interests and expectations of the WHO collaborating 

centres. 

(2) Roles and functions of WHO collaborating centres 

• Enhance the roles and functions of WHO collaborating centres to provide better technical 

service and support to WHO's regional and national food safety activities. 

• Re-shape WHO collaborating centres to better engage in international work and contribute to 

the implementation of the WHO priority activities. 

• Revisit the terms of reference of the collaborating centres to better reflect international work 

and their support to the WHO food safety programme. 

• Identify the future strategic direction of WHO collaborating centres. 

• Provide scientific data from the WHO collaborating centres to support the work of the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission including development of standards, guidelines and 

recommendations as well as maintaining databases such as GEMS/Food  

• Scale-up the role of WHO collaborating centres in providing technical support to countries. 

(3) Collaboration between WHO collaborating centres 

• Explore opportunities to develop a collaboration mechanism and network between and among 

the collaborating centres and WHO. 

3. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 Conclusions 

The meeting of WHO Food Safety Collaborating Centres in the Western Pacific Region was the first 

of its kind. WHO collaborating centres play an important role in the implementation of the WHO 

regional food safety programme under the guidance of WHO. Good cooperation between WHO and 

the food safety collaborating centres has been established, but there are opportunities to enhance the 

collaboration particularly in technical areas which are not currently covered by any of the four food 

safety collaborating centres.  

 

All four centres present at the meeting expressed their interest in continuing their work as 

collaborating centres. However, it was agreed that terms of reference of the collaborating centres 

should be revisited to better reflect regional food safety issues and priorities, while at the same time 

building on the strengths of the collaborating centres.  

 

It was recommended that the collaborating centres play a more active role in implementation of the 

WHO regional food safety programme. This may include in-country provision of technical and 

scientific advice, capacity-building activities, development of guidelines, training material and 

standard operating procedures and food analysis services. In addition to providing technical and 

scientific advice to WHO, collaborating centres may also consider hosting regional meetings, 

workshops and training. 
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It was also agreed that national governments should be informed of the work of collaborating centres 

and how they contribute to strengthen food safety in the Western Pacific Region. The collaborating 

centres' contribution to GEMS/Food and global risk assessment work was acknowledged and the 

collaborating centres were encouraged to continue to provide scientific data to WHO.  

 

3.2 Recommendations 

In terms of the next steps, it was agreed to:  

1) revisit the terms of reference for collaborating centres when the process of re-designation 

starts. For 2016 this will include CFSA and FSL; 

2) continue the discussions about the role and function of collaborating centres and their 

contribution to the regional food safety programme at the global meeting of food safety 

collaborating centres, which is planned by WHO headquarters in May 2016; 

3) inform the Second  Regional Forum for Collaborating Centres in the Western Pacific of the 

outcomes of the meeting; 

4) encourage active contribution by the collaborating centres in development of a new regional 

food safety strategy for the Western Pacific; and 

5) encourage participation of the collaborating centres in WHO organized food safety meetings 

and events as well as WHO participation in events and meetings organized by the 

collaborating centres. 


